Rails GUI Development
with Ext JS
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What's wrong with

ActionView::Helpers !

® Nothing!

® But...

° often feels Ilke assembllng a spacecraft
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Wouldn‘t it be nice, if...

® ..you had rich GUI components like

® Data Grids




Maybe Ext |S is for you

2D Ext JS aroundationy
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Ext |S

® JavaScript Framework
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® interface to JSON or XML based [=niyy
data sources (~ web services) 4 =3 state

+ = tree

+ = util

® keeps state in session, i.e. cookies SR

o I ICXY cross-browser
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Segregation of Duties

® Model: business as usual ® program GUI and

e Controller: REST web interactions in JavaScript

‘service providing ® use Rails backend to load
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Test Drive: Scaffolding

Data Grid with
toolbar and pagination

L Title cant be blank

Forms with validation
(client side + server side)







Ext Scaffold Generator

Create Rails app

rails ext_demo

Download & extract Ext to public/ext

http://extijs.com/deploy/ext-2.0.z1ip

Install ext_scaffold plugin:
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Model

® Nothing special :-)

class Post < ActiveRecord: :Base
validates_presence_of :title, :message => "Title can't be blank"
end

® Validation errors wil
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Controller

® Support ext_json format -> render :json

def index
respond_to do |format]
format.html # index.html.erb (no data required)
format.ext_json { render :json => Post.find(:all).to_ext_json }
end




Hto ext json !

® |mplemented as extension to Array and
ActiveRecord::Base respectively

® Array form
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View

Supported by (some tiny) helpers

<% javascript_tag do -%>
var post_form_items = [
<%= ext_field(:field_label => 'Title', :name => 'post[title]',
:xtype => :text_field) %>,
<%= ext_field(:field_label => 'Body', :name => 'post[body]',
:xtype => :text_area) %>, |
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Resulting ,,HTML*

<script type="text/javascript">
var post_form_items = [

{ fieldLabel: 'Title', xtype:
{ fieldLabel: 'Body', xtype:
{ fieldLabel: 'Published', xtype:

{ xtype:

];...

Ext.onReady(function(){
var panel = new Ext.FormPanel({
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"textfield',
"textarea’',

'checkbox', inputValue:

"hidden’',
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"post[title]'},
"post[body]'},
"post[published] '},
"post[published]’' },




Conclusion

® Using Ext gives

® a very slim Rails backend,
just as we like it
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